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Thk ibllowiDg word of Eihortation was written in connexion 
with a Narratire of the Writer's Ltfe» with no expectatian at the time 
of its being pubiiahed in any other way. Bat the present unaetlM 
state of the Society of Friends, seemed to lay him under an ohligati<m 
to make a feeblot and perhaps last efibrt, to restore that peace and 
unity for which Friends were once so remarkable, by offisring his mite 
at this time. The excuse offered for the shortness and deficiendes* 
observable to the reader, in the arguments on several subjects, there- 
fore is, that they were treated more fully and at large in the above 
mentioned Narrative. 



A WORD OF EXHORTATION. 



Bbloyed youno fbibnds,—- 

I feel a religious concern thus to address 3rou, to 
try to encourage you to fulfil a duty that I think will be 
lequiied of you by the Great Head of the church, to en* 
daavor to build up the waste places that your Others may 
haare thrown down, and gather the scattered and dispers* 
ed aheep, from the east and from the west, from the nofth 
and from the south, to Jesus Christ, the everlasting shep- 
herd and bishop of souls, that the people who once called 
diemselves the people of God, may.(xice more be gathered 
into one. I had hoped at the time of the separation among 
Friends, I should live to see the Society come together 
again: but the wall that has been built by the OrSiodox 
disownments, and the discipline that has been changed by 
the unsettling spirits among Friends, together with the 
feebleness of my hold on life, has dissipated that hope, and 
thrown it upon the rising generation. There is, however, 
now a valuable body of religious Friends on both sides, 
that might easily unite, if they were not connected with 
the two sad extremes; but these appear now to be going 
&st to their respective places, — ^the extreme orthodox to 
the church of anti-christ, and the extreme ultra reformers 
to something like unitarian scepticism; and a way is now 
opening fer you, dear young christian friends, to come to- 
gether in the unity of the spirit and the bond of peace. 
Embrace then every right opportunity to promote this de- 
sirable end, by every act of christian kindness and afiec- 
tion: this will prepare you to labor successfully in the 
church of Christ, bringing back our excellent discipline to 
the christian standard,-— throwing down that ridiculous 
wall of proscription, and forever silencing all altercaticHia 
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and disputes about mere outward forms and inexplicable 
doctrines, those disgraceful bones of contention, that have 
been marked with darkness and confusion from the con- 
troversy in the Corinthian church, down to the unhappy- 
controversy among Friends. 

I wish distinctly to be understood, that, notwithstanding 
I regret exceedingly the tremendous concussion that has 
shook Friends to pieces, I am not prepared to condemn 
the part I have taken: far from it; fully believing that 
after Orthodox Friends had determined to adopt that anti- 
christian policy of disowning, that had scattered and dis- 
tracted Friends in Ireland and New England, the peace- 
able plan adopted by the great body of Friends, composing 
the Yearly Meeting of Philadelphia, assembled at Green 
street, 1827, was the very thing that saved for the time 
being, the Yearly Meeting from total ruin. And it is now 
for, you dear young Friends, and Orthodox Friends, to 
carry out this plan as originally proposed, in the peace- 
able spirit of Jesus, with decency, forbearance and love 
to each other, and the Yearly Meeting of Philadelphia will 
continue to be saved, with an everlasting salvation; and all 
honour, praise, thanksgiving, and renown, will be ascribed 
to the Saviour of the world. 

But in order effectually to attain to this desirable end, 
you must first become christians, by a belief and faith in 
Jesus Christ, that works by love and purifies the soul. 
This belief and faith is the precious gift of Grod, and must 
be sought for; and let me tell you, dear y9ung Friends, for 
your encouragement, what I most assuredly believe, that 
if you seek you will find, and if you ask you will receive. 
I know what I say by blessed experience; I speak the truth 
in Christ; I lie not. I sought on the bended knee of my 
soul, for this belief and faith in my blessed Saviour, and 1 
know that it has been granted, with an increase of love for 
him and all my fellow-creatures; and I verily believe that 
if I can be favored to continue my daily exercise of pray- 
er, thanksgiving and praise, my heavenly Shepherd will 
keep me in humble obedience to a peaceable and happy 
conclusion in his everlasting kingdom. This belief and 
faith in Jesus Christ does not stand in any speculation, nor 
a mere acknowledgment of what Christ done without us 
1800 years ago, though it reverences that stupendous 
event; but it stands in an unshaken, experimental belief 
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of what Christ is doing wMdn iis, as aa onuupreMnt 8a« 

viour, saving us firom sin by casting out the evil spirits, 
and curing the diseases of our souls. Oh! tha magnitude 
and importance of this distinguishing doctrine of the Soci- 
ety of Friends, which is nothing more nor less than the 
doctrine of the primitive saints, and the substance of the 
heavenly message to the gentile world, ^ Christ unthin the 
h&pe of glory " Seek, then, to know this Christ, as Paul 
did when he was revealed in him in such a glorious man- 
ner that Paul was determined to know nothing but Jesus 
Christ and him crucified: do not lose this ever blessed 
knowledge, by vain metaphysical speculations about man« 
ner or form, that can never make you wiser or better; for 
if ever you succeed in raising the Society of Friends from 
the dust of the earth, to put on its beautiful primitive gar« 
ments, it will be distinguished for practical righteousness, 
loving and helping one another, and for that plain way of 
living and plain way of preaching, that the father of the 
illustrious William Penn saw, if kept to, would put an end 
to priestcraft forever. Return then, dear young friends, 
immediately to the path of humble industry — a path glori- 
ously honored by the manifestation of Grod in the flesh — ^a 
path that will undoubtedly lead to rational happiness in 
this world and everlasting happiness in the world to come. 
And you, dear young friends, that are rich, submit cheer- 
fully to the unchangeable terms of salvation, as proposed 
by the divine Saviour to a rich young man formerly, " Sell 
that thou hast, give to the poor, and come take up thy 
cross and follow me and thou shalt have treasure in hea- 
ven." Don't turn away as he did, sorrow&l, lest in your 
case th^ additicMial testimony of the Saviour should be ap- 
plicable, '< How hardly shall they that have riches enter 
into the kingdom of heaven." << It is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle than a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom." Think then of the uncertainty of all 
earthly riches, and their dreadful opposition to entering 
into the kingdom of heaven. Think then, I beseech you, 
of the awfulness of what is now at stake; if you are obe- 
dient to Christ's commandmeq^s, your happiness is secur- 
ed in time and in eternity — ^if you are disobedient to the 
heavenly vision, you lose all that is wdrth living for, while 
you may only gain what may constitute the fuel for ever- 
lasting fire. I will now seriously propose to such of you 
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it accommodates itself to the lowest human intelleet— 4he 
consolation that it bears to the house of mourning, and the 
light with which it brightens the ffreat myistery of the grave. 
Tjo such a religion it can be no aaditional strength or beauty 
to make it a part or parcel of the common law. It would 
not be left for the first time to depend upon the strength of 
its own evidence, or the beauty of its own attractions. Its 
sublime theology confounded the Grecian schools in a fair 
conflict of reason with reason. The bravest and wisest of 
the Csesars found their arms and their policy unavailing, 
when opposed to the weapons that' were not carnal, and the 
kingdom that was not of this world. They, then, that 
would force temporal policy upon such a religion, treat her 
as the Romans did her Divine Author; they bow the knee, 
and spit upon her, — ^they cry hail, and smite her on the 
cheek, — ^they put a sceptre into her hand, but it is a broken 
reed, — ^they crown her, but it is with thorns, — Jhey cover 
with purple the wounds their own hands have inflicted, and 
inscribe magnificent titles over the cross on which they 
have fixed her to suffer in ignominy and pain." 

Thus suffering about the middle of the seventeenth cen- 
tury in England, Friends embraced this high and holy re- 
ligion : happy would it be for the Society of Friends if they 
could continue in its bosom ! But if they do, it appears 
to me, they must return to the heavenly precepts of its Di- 
vine Author, and recognise that great christian testimony 
against usury, that was seen so clearly by the Waldenses, 
the brightest stars in the night of apostacy, a people that 
took their rise in France about the twelfth century, and 
continued, if I am not mistaken, undivided witnesses fi>r 
Jesus Christ for near three hundred years, notwithstanding 
the violent opposition of the secular power, and bitter per- 
secution of the priests. The instrument made use of to 
gather this people, was an illiterate merchant of Lyons, 
who hired an ecclesiastic to translate the New Testament 
into his mother-tongue, by which he saw that heavenly 
commandment of Christ to the rich man, — "Sell that thou 
hast, give to the poor, take up thy daily cross and follow 
me, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven." He con- 
sidered this commandment to embrace the unchangeable 
terms of salvation, aud did not turn away sorrowful, rea- 
soning with flesh and blood, but gave up immediately to 
the heavenly vision, sold his great possessions, giving to 
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the poor, reduced himself to the neeesttty of lahouring with 
his own hands for a living like the primitive saints. He 
was soon joined by the true lovers and followers of the 
Lord Jesus; adopting the Sernx)n on the Mount for their 
creed, they carried it out practically, by bearing the most 
&,ithful testimony against hireling ministry; and conse- 
quently against superfluous school learning, idleness and 
pride; and the strictness of their discipline against usury, 
and consequently against accumulating worldly estates, 
was such, that it enjoined even their ministers to be poor, 
and illiterate, and earn their living by the labour of their 
own hands. They likewise bore a faithful and consistent 
testimony against war, and goii^ to law, or taking an oath 
of any kind. These were the people that shook the very 
foundation of the church of anti-christ in Europe, without 
making any resistance whatever. But alas! the evil ge- 
nius of usury, or the love of mcney, joined with pride and 
power, produced a division amonst them, sub-divisions soon 
took place, and they are now, i£ I am not mistaken, only 
to be found in fractional parts, spread over Europe and 
America, under the <ienominatk)ns of Menonists, Mora- 
vians, Annabaptists, &c. 

The Society of Friends have not existed as an oiganized 
body two hundred years, yet the same evil geniuses, name- 
ly, usury, pride and power, have already caused a division, 
if not a sub-division; and if you, dear young Friends, do 
not arise, and shake yourselves loose from the fetters of 
anti-christ, and put on the. beautiful garments of primitive 
' Christianity, I seriously fear, that before the close of the 
two thousand years granted in mercy to the gentile world, 
the Society of Friei^ls will only be found scattered in in- 
significant fractions, called Quakers, Friends, Orthodox 
Friends, Abolitionists, &c. Think then, seriously, of the 
importance of saving the Society, and removing obnoxious 
epithets, by the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, 
Ibllowine afler practical righteousness, in the blessed ex- 
ample of the Saviour of the world. 

I have not lived to be sixty-four years of age, without 
observation on men and things as I have passed through 
the world, and my little experience I now afiectionately 
oflfer for your serious consideration. I have observed a 
bad effect of expected property or estates from wealthy 
parents, on their children, and lived to see the ruin^ as it 



were, of a Bin^r of tbe most intei^stitig and pvxtiiriAg 
tamiliea, in the little drcle in which I have moved. Chil- 
dren too often anticipate the full amount of what their 
parents may possess, and in the indulgence of their cogi- 
tations, the enemy of their souls too often gains such an 
ascendency, as to tempt them to wish their parents or rela* 
tives dead, that they might get possession of their property: 
hence that hardness of heart and difficulty of understand- 
ing, attending the aettlem«it of lai^ estates, that too often 
eods in ccmtention and litigation, destroying all that aftec- 
tion and good feeling that ought ever to exist between 
brethem and sisters: hence too, the sorrowful feelings that 
have too often clothed my mind when attending the funeral 
of the rich, when I have seen and felt what is so beautifully 
described by Blair, the heirs impatient to examine the will, 
looking upon each other with jealous eyes, already begin- 
ning to dispute about the division of property. How then 
can a christian parent spend the best of his days in ao<m- 
mulaling jRxxl for that worm that never dies, and fuel lor 
that fire that is never quenched? 

I have observed another bad effect upon the children of 
such as are in the pursuit of worldly riches, by their ex- 
posure to bad company, and consequently bad influence. 
Such as have large farms, or large business, must neces- 
sarily employ a number of hands, amongst whom are too 
often the most immoral and profligate; and children seem- 
ing naturally fond of the company of such, it is in the 
kUcheuy in the absence of the parents, that children too 
often receive the first rudiments of an education that is the 
ruin of their morals. It is too often in the kitchen of the 
large farmer or tradesman, that the poor bound girl is ex- 
posed to the wiles of the seducer, that too often leads to 
degradation, if not the ruin of her character forever. I 
have seen myself, in my childhood, the most shameful and 
licentious conduct under the roof of the respectable ftirmer, 
in the absence of the heads of the family. On this subject 
I could say much, if it were not for brevity's sake, for my 
heart is full of sympathy and feeling for the sadly neglected 
and exposed children; especially poor little bound children, 
and more especially am(xig Friends. What answer will 
such parents and guardians make in ^he day of fmal judg- 
ment, should the following query be put to them, " What 
hast thoa done with those lambs that were placed under thy 
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eave in tke wildeniMS of Ihe ivorUI'' How alieetidg muaft 
be the only true answer that too aiaay wretched soub wiU 
have to give, — '' I was so taken up with what I thought a 
proper provision, and laying up treasuxe en earth, that I 
neglected my proper oare, and they have strayed away.'^ 
Will not the righteous Judge say, '< Did I not tell Uiee 
plainly, to seek first the kingdom of God and his rigfate- 
ousness, and all things needful should be added? And did 
I not positively command thee not to lay up treasure on 
earth? But thou hast broken my aHafimaodmente, when 
thou knewest the conditions of my friendship : For I said 
plainly, Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever! command 
you: therefore having broken my commandment, as an 
enemy, thou must depart from me as a worker of iniquity." 
Reflect seriously, my young fiiends, now in the morn- 
ing of your day, of the vast importance of the salvation of 
the never dying souls of your precious children; and do 
not furnish the enemy with the means of tempting them to 
their ruin, by laying up for them treasure on earth, where 
the moth of selfishness and pride oorrupts — where the rust 
of usury eats like a canker, and gamblers break the laws 
of common honesty and steal. But lay up for them trea- 
sure in heaven, by leading them in their infancy to the 
heavenly shepherd, the Saviour of the world, and asking 
him in fervent prayer, to bless them with the earlist visita- 
tion of his heavenly love. Should you gain this great 
point, and be the instruments of kindling the devotional fire 
on the altar of their youthful hearts, you w^ lay up hr 
them treasure in heaven, and will find but little difficulty 
in bringing them up in the way they should go, in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord — in plainness of speechf 
behaviour and appanel — in frequently reading the holy 
scriptures, and restraining them from reading pernicious 
books, and the corrupt conversation of the world. The 
Lord knows that I can declare here, without boasting, 
that I know what I say by blessed experience, for I verily 
believe it was the dying exercise of my precious, christian 
mother, to present me in my infancy to Christ, who de- 
clared he had all power in heaven and in earth, and to 
beg of him to bless me with an early visitation of his love; 
and that prayer was not mily fervent but effectual, and I 
was led in earl^ life to love and adore him, to pray to him 
in aU my trials and troubles^ and in blessing, he has blest 
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Arihe mkeof t)i0 eauae ^ figliteouAness, as pn^ssed bjr 
Frieiid8-*-«mite agaiti in the fellowship of the everlasting 
mspel of Jesus Christ, that you may be instrum^its in the 
DiYUie hand, to jsave the Society of Fri^Hids from that vor- 
tex of anti-cloistianity, that appears to be ingulfing all the 
r^brmers from the ehuroh of Roa»e. 

I will now call your attention to the great importaaice of 
keepiDg up our religious meetings^ Dear George Fox, in 
the last letter he wrote and left sealed, which was read in 
^e Yearly Meeting, 16dl, a short time after his death, 
begins with these remarkable expressions; " Keep all your 
meetings in the name of the Lord Jesus." This name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, which was so precious to the primi> 
tive saints, our early Friends considered the crown and 
diadem of all their meetings, for in them they experienced 
what the Lord's prophet saw in heavenly visdon, that this 
panedous name was Wonderftil, was a Counsellor, was an 
everlasting Father and the Prince of peace; and th^ saw 
in heavenly prospective, that of the increase of his go^ 
emment there should be no end. Hence the peculiar de- 
votedness of their spirits while sitting in their silent meet- 
ings, that frequency the tenderness and contrition were 
such, that the floor would be wet with their tears when not 
a word was spoken. It is this devotedness and fervency 
of spirit that constitutes the very life of our religious meet- 
ings, and without it, a Quaker meeting, held in silence, is 
a duU, insipid concern, having neither form nor substance. 
Therefore it is no wonci^ that the greater part of our 
meetings for worship, both in England and America, are 
on the decline. 

Superfluity of wealth, and superfluity of scholastic edu- 
cation or worldly ^sdom, have produced the love of 
worldly-mindedness in Friends, and the declaration of the 
apostle John, that <' Whoso loveth the world the love of the 
fiither is not in them," remains an unchangeable' truth; the 
love of the ftither being inseparable from the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Such Friends as have not this pre- 
cious life, are as dead weights in our religious meeting; 
and when such seekers as are saying in their hearts, " Oh 
Lord, who shall diew us any good," come to our meetings 
and see no evidence in the countenances of Friends, that 
they have been with Jesus, but on the contrary, see a 
sleepy, yawning, listless appearance, and feel no sdemni- 
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\^ of devotsm, they will go aw&y disoouragtd; mid tbera^ 
&r8 our meetings must oontiuue to dwmdle, unleas youi 
dear young friends, gird up the loins of your mindsy be 
devoutly sober, watd^ng and jiraying, least you enter into 
a similar temptation. " The spirit indeed is willing, but 
the fiesh is weak." Ob, this weakness of the flesh! don'4 
indulge it, don^t give way to it to the neglect of religious 
meetings, or it will be a let to still greater weakness; to 
if it is our duty to meet together twice a week to worship 
our Heavenly Father, it is paramount to every other duty 
that relates to the things of this worid, and faithful Fri^ids 
will be blessed. I Imow what I say by experience, for 
fiom the time I entered into cov^iant to attead meetings 
lor worship in the middle of the week> I have no recoUec* 
tion of neglecting one, when I was able to go, for forty 
years. I speak not boastinglyy the Iiord knows-*-^and now 
those meetings are more precious to me than ever, though 
I oileo attend them under sitcb bodily infirmity^ that I 
seem trembling, as it were, on: the brink of the eternal 
world. Be ye then encouraged* 

Our Saviour has promised, and will fulfil his promise, 
that << Where two or three are gathered together in his 
wjuMy there will Ae be in the midst of them; hence the 
great importance of taking heed to the dying exhortation 
of dear George Fox, " Keep all your meetings in the name 
of the Lord Jesus." Oh the blessedness of true heavily 
devotion! it is a foretaste experienced by all God't^ohiU 
dren here on earth, of that fruiticm of bliss, which the rai»- 
somed and redeemed soul enjoys throughout the endless 
ages of eternity, and is certainly known by its own fruits, 
which are love unfeigned to God supreme, and universal 
love to all mankind. It is holy, humble, harmless; entire- 
ly separate from all injustice, cruelty and pride; oan love 
enemies, bless them that curse, and pray for them that act 
despitefully and persecute. Under the influence of this 
blessed spirit, my soul feels a sweet union and cotpmunion 
with all God's children in their devotional exercise, whe- 
ther it is performed in a Protestant meeting house, a Bo^ 
man cathedral, a Jewish synagogue, an Hindoo texkiple, an 
Indian wigwam, or by the wild Arab of the great desert 
with his face turned towards Mecca. The counterfeit of 
this UNDOUBTED REALITY is a curse to the human 
family, and the mother of all religious 8i^rfitiiion» hypo- 
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crisy and persecution, and has permitted the unregenera- 
ted Quaker to be high in profession and low in practice; 
the Puritan Presbyterians to rise from their, prayers and 
their sacraments, to massacre in cold blood the Indian, 
men, women and children, original inhabitants of the eas- 
tern shores of America; the Catholic Crusaders to storm the 
cities of Palestine, and after indiscriminately murdering the 
inhabitants, not even sparing the unoffending mother with 
her helpless infant, they rushed, under the influence of this 
counterfeii devotion, to the holy sepulchre, and prostrating 
themselves with tears in their eyes, kissed the very ground 
on which it stood. The same cursed ungodliness of zeal, 
led the Jewish Priesthood with their satellites, to cause to 
be put to the ignominious death of the cross, the dear Son 
of God, who came to be their Saviour. In a word, it was 
this dreadful spirit that was inseparably connected with 
the atrocious cruelties and treachery of a Jenghis Kahn 
and Tamerlane; that produced that everlasting thir^ for 
revenge in the breast of the murdering Indian, and direct- 
ed the prayers of the Arabian robber for the destruction 
of the unfortunate christian mariner on his coast. I say it 
was this wretched inconsistency in christian professors, 
and murderous treachery in other selfish mortals, presented 
to the eagle eye of the great Frederick, Voltaire and Spi- 
noza, that led to that confederacy with other powerful wits 
of Europe, in a conspiracy against all religion, even aim- 
ing U^ir deadly shafts at the person and stupendous mira- 
cles of the Saviour of the world. 

And Oh, that I could stop here ! but what have I seen 
and heard in my own day ? A respectable member of the 
Society of Friends reading in his own house, the produc- 
tions of these wits, or their petty retailers, in the form of 
an Apocrypha to the New Testament ! This pernicious 
book, with others of a similar character — ^their spurious 
bible, designed to turn the holy scriptures into perfect ridi- 
cule, together with Paine's Age of Reason, (though only 
calculated to work upon narrow and debauched under- 
standings) I have reason to fear, are to be found in the 
houses of too many respectable Friends. Oh ! will it not be 
an affecting and sorrowful consideration, if the people call- 
ed Quakers, — ^whom the Lord Almighty appears to have 
raised up by his own invincible power, for the purpose of 
dispelling this black cloud, and so signally placed his name 



n 

amongst them, that they hore a faithful and consistent tes- 
timony for more than one hundred and fifty years against 
those two tremendous enemies of the Christian cause, the 
orthodox persecutor and the deistical scoffer, — should now 
be found practising their spirit, and reading and harboring 
their pernicious publications? Alas, for the Society of 
Friends, unless you, dear children, unite as the jroung 
men of the princes of the provinces, under the ordering of 
the King of kings, to make war in righteousness against 
this dreadful Gog and Magog that appears to be compass- 
ing the very camp of the saints! I conjure you by all that 
is sacred and dear, never read any of these abominable 
books; never harbor these corrupt doubtings of a fallen 
world, but pray daily for an increase of that precious &iith, 
that works by love and purifies the heart, and you will be- 
come established as pillars in the Lord's house that go no 
more out. 

I will now endeavour to lay before my young friends 
the concern that I feel for the preservation of a living gos- 
pel ministry, which since the decline of the Society, has 
sadly dwindled into party declamation and political lectur- 
ing, with a multiplicity of words without either life or pow- 
er, scattering and dispersing on the barren mountains of 
empty profession. Should you succeed in the unity I have 
hoped for, be especially careful in seeking for Divine wis- 
dom in recommending of ministers, ever keeping in view 
this all important fact, that when God was pleased to send 
into the world the everlasting minister of the sanctuary, it 
was in the person of an humble, illiterate carpenter, and 
before he left the world, he chose for his successors the 
poor unlearned fishermen of Gallilee. This important fact 
5f itself speaks volumes; which is well authenticated by 
the living experience of the first and greatest of Quaker 
preachers, a poor shoemaker, with scarcely scholastic 
learning enough to read and write intelligibly; and so far 
from being eloquent, he was rather an unpleasant speaker: 
yet this was the instrument the great Head of the Church 
made use of to gather the people called Quakers, sanctify 
their congregations, and assemble their elders. Beware 
then, dear young friends, of being deceived by those super- 
ficial idols of a vain world, — eloquence, talents, and learn- 
ing, — for you will scarcely be able to find one eloquent and 
leanoed preacher among Friendsi firom James Naylor to 
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the present day, but what have scattered more by their 
spirit and example, than they have ever gathered by their 
preaching the gospel. 

It is to me a matter of astonishment, that a disciple of 
Jesus Christ should be so anxious for the friendship of the 
world and the praise of men, as to sacrifice the legacy of a 
Saviour's love in pursuit of that echo of folly and shadow 
of renown, when the testimony of the Divine Master is so 
decidedly against it : " These things I command you, that 
ye love one another. If the world hate you, ye know it 
hated me before it hated you. If ye were of\he world, the 
world would love his own : but because ye are not of the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore 
the world hateth you." I say it is a matter of astonish- 
ment to me, that believers in this doctrine should manifest 
such a love for the world's idols, as to desire an eloquent, 
learned and talented ministry. Why may it not be truly 
said of such Friends, " What do ye more than others? do 
not the deluded votaries of anti-christ the same?" See the 
testimony of the beloved Paul, who knew what value to 
set on scholastic learning and human wisdom; he certainly 
was religiously concerned to lay it aside entirely, and to 
consider it as dross and dung in comparison to the learn- 
ing and wisdom of Christ. In his first epistle to the Corin- 
thians, the first and second chapters, nothing can be more 
conclusively clear to my mind, than his testimony against 
those idols of a fallen world, — learning, talents, and elo- 
quence, the levers of the power of priestcraft, — " Ye see 
your calling brethren, how that not many wise men after 
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble are called; 
but Grod hath chosen the ^lish things of the world to con- 
found the wise, and God hath chosen the weak things of 
the world to confound the things that are mighty." And 
it is to me an encouraging consideration, that there is still 
raised up among Friends a living gospel ministry, unadom- 
ed with the mighty and noble wisdom of the world, and we 
continue to have the gospel of Jesus Christ, in its blessed 
simplicity, from the stammering tongue of a weak, tender 
woman. This is the kind of preaching that has ever made 
the deepest impression upon my mind, and this is the only 
ministry I want you, dear young friends, to recommend; 
ever having a watchful eye to its humility and nothingness 
of sel^ for when weak men and women suffer themselves 
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to be puf!ed up with pride and religious consequence, they 
are sure to fall into the condemnation of the devil. 

I could wish that Friends could see the propriety of 
drawing some line, or fixing some limits to the missionary 
travelling of their ministers. They have certainly been 
fiivoured to draw the line with great propriety in their tes- 
timonies against war, oalhs, slavery, and hireling ministry; 
and as these lines were drawn from the precepts or exam- 
pie of Christ, I would propose that Christ's example should 
fix the limits of such concerns as ministers should feel to 
travel in the work of the ministry. Having already given 
my views touching this subject, in the narrative of my life, 
I would only ask my young friends, whether they can be- 
lieve that the missionary labours of the several . sects in 
Christendom have, upon the whole, substantially benefitted 
the blessed cause of Jesus Christ? If they can, they must 
reasonably give the preference to that society that has done 
the meat : hence, the Roman Catholic missionaries, parti- 
cularly the order of Jesuits, will have the pre-eminence. 
But I am rather disposed to think that some, if not all, 
would unite with me in believing that these missionaries 
have done more hurt than good : — and as enemies to civil 
and religious liberty, nothing but a providential interference 
has prevented them from destroying them both. " Ye shall 
know them by their fruits: do men gather grapes of thorns 
or figs of thistles." 

I will now try to bring the subject nearer home by ask- 
ing, whether the cause of Christ, as professed by Friendsi 
has been substantially promoted by all the missionary tra- 
velling of our ministers, beyond the jurisdiction embraced 
in Jus example, especially for the last fifly years? If the 
present state of our religious society is permitted to answer, 
It will be conclusive : and you, dear young friends, will be 
justified in drawing the line and fixing the limits, by the 
example of the Saviour, who, notwithstanding he could 
walk on the waters and ride on the wings of the wind, 
never travelled in the work of the ministry further than one 
hundred miles in a direct line. 

In reading the journals of Friends in the ministry, and 
observing their spirit and conduct, especially for the last 
fifty years, I have thought that Pride, Luxury and Idle- 
ness, have been a great injury to them: for there are so 
many weak, foolish men and women, who will directly or 
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indirectly flatter ministers, there is such good living among 
wealthy Friends, so much ease and idleness, and so many 
that have their troubles and difficulties at home, in conse- 
quence of their not filling with propriety their social and 
relative duties, I fear that some ministers have been tempt- 
ed to get up concerns to travel, when they had better have 
stayed at home. In consulting my own experience, I am 
bound, in common honesty, to plead guilty at least to the 
first of these charges. I have certainly too high a conceit 
of my own preaching, and as I know I have secretly suf- 
fered the torments of jealousy and envy, so I have reason 
to fear the cause of Truth has suffered through me, for 
there is too much truth in that old saying, " like priest like 
people:" for a minister can only beget his own likeness: 
this is as certainly true as that a stream cannot rise higher 
than its fountain. But having already given, perhaps with 
too much freedom, my views touching the spirit and con- 
duct of ministers, I shall only say here, that I have ob- 
served in the journals and writings of some valuable min- 
isters, a morbid melancholy, that has cast a discouraging 
gloom over a cause, dignified with immortality and crown- 
ed with eternal life, — -'a cause infinitely greater than the 
cause of empires and kingdoms, — an ever blessed system, 
designed for the perfection of human nature and the hap. 
piness of man in time and in eternity. The best cure for 
this morbid melancholy, (which I have seen too much of 
among religious people) is humble industry: what a pity 
then, they would not eat less ^nd work more. I would 
propose what I think would be a great improvement in 
christian example, that ministers travelling in Truth's ser- 
vice should be more humble, and instead of going among 
the rich, where they can fare sumptuously, and be waited 
upon every day, go among the poorer kind of Friends, and 
such as have large families of little children; and let our 
travelling women, instead of carrying with them a super- 
abundance of fine clothes, take a suit of working apparel, 
and turn into the kitchen, and help the poor woman of the 
house, who is often tried and discouraged, especially when 
company comes, for the want of such help: let them wash 
and mend, and do all such work consistent with the perfect 
woman, as described by the inspired poet in the last chap- 
ter of Proverbs. Oh, how such women would eaidear them, 
aelves to such ftmiliesy and leave impreasiQus, espeoiaUy 
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on the minds of children, that would he of everlasting ad- 
vantage. How infinitely more christian-like would such 
an example he, than to sit idly in the parlours of the rich, 
to be waited upon, and to be fed with luxury. Let our 
travelling men, if they are not shoemakers, learn the trade 
like dear Samuel Bonas, or Bownas, did, and when travel- 
ling as christian ministers, be more like the beloved Paul, 
and turn in with Aquila and Priscilla, and work at their 
trade; — if they take two coats, let them take off their fine 
and put on their coarse ones, with their leather aprons, and 
hunt up the children's shoes and mend them. If they have 
leather, a healthy man would make a new pair for some 
of the family, by making the best of a long winter's even- 
ing, and rising early in the morning. This would be help- 
ing the family where their lot was cast, — then they could 
preach the gospel with christian boldness, and say like the 
beloved Paul, " We behaved not ourselves disorderly among 
you, Qieither did we eat any man's bread for nought, but 
wrought night and day that we might not be chargeable to 
any." (Mark, the disorderly conduct that Paul here al- 
ludes to was idleness, a disownable offence among the pri- 
mitive christians — ^see 2nd Thessalonians, 3rd chapter, from 
the 6th to the 12th verse.) How much more consistent 
would this be with the. example of the humble carpenter of 
Nazareth, and the industrious tent-maker of Tarsus, than 
sitting in idleness in rich Friends' rocking chairs, cracking 
jokes, telling anecdotes, back-biting brethern and sisters, or 
musing fanatical melancholy. 

Dear young friends, especially you that are called to the 
ministry, think seriously of what I now propose, that you 
may be the instruments in the Lord's hand, to gather the 
Society back to that rational consistency which secures a 
foundation that stands sure — having this seal, the Lord 
knows who are his. Do not spend your precious time in 
idleness, nor sell your christian liberty for money, least, 
like Judas, you lose your part in the ministry, and others 
be chosen in your place. Let such as are poor, be content 
to be like their Divine Master, who had not where to lay 
his head; but never, never receive any thing like pieces of 
silver from the rich, as the price of a Saviour. This species 
of bribery, I fear, has made too many Quaker preachers 
too much like the hireling, and tarnished the lustre of some 
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of Ihe briglitesit stars that have appeared in our Qoca&ty fixr 
the last fifty years. 

. If I had my time to go over agau)^ I think now most se- 
riously, I never would receive a fitvour from any without 
making a compensation, unless I was so situated I could 
not help myself; and in that case I would feel myself 
bound, when able, to mete unto others that which had been 
meted unto me, to the utmost extent of my ability. But 
there is no occasion for a young minister to get into auch 
a street called strait, if he will take the favourite advice 
of George Fox, "Mind the light;" or the excellent ad vine 
of our discipline, and keep within the bounds of his circum- 
stances — ^if he earns but twenty-five cents per day, live on 
fifteen or twenty, and never go in debt nor ever borrow 
money. What a sorrowful and affecting sight, to see a 
minister of the gospel surrounded by a set of money mon^ 
gers, voraciously pressing their several demands, until h^, 
like Peter, in the awful confusion and impetuosity of pas» 
sion, cuts off their right ears, or meanly equivocating, like 
Peter, falsifying his word, becomes a liar; or in an ex-r 
treme case, in the resignation of his property to his credi- 
tors, he may worse than swear in taking the affirmation; 
going out from the presence of the Saviour weeping, he 
may never return like Peter. Although I have never been. 
driven to such an extremity, I am yet free to acknowledge^ 
that when the light of the countenance of Him, who posses- 
ses the awful attribute of Justice, has been turned uix>n 
me with a language like this, " He that is un^ithfiil in 
the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to his care the 
true riches?" I have wept bitterly as I stood trembling on 
the quicksands of despair. 

Oh, dear young man, whoever thou art that may read 
this, keep to the path of safety, which is the path of hum- 
ble industry, where thy wants will be so few that thy in- 
dustry will more than supply them, putting thee always in 
possesion of the means to practice christian benevolence, 
and be taught, as Paul was by the Liord Jesus, that it is 
more blessed to give than receive. And if thou wouldst 
wish thy sons to be happy in time and in eternity, — ^if thou 
wouldst wish them to be benefactors of mankind, or shine 
as stars in the firmament of Grod's power, bring them up 
in the path of humble industry, — bring them up with no 



oiker expeotatMin than tlie blcBsiBgs of heaven <m their 
own exertions, with no other mecuis than those which arise 
from a tax laid upon their own energies of body and mind. 
These are the men that, in the varied ages of the world, 
have always made the most substantial pillars of the church 
and the strongest sinews of the state. As a proof of the 
oorrectness of this important position, I could bring many 
examples, but I shall only produce two, — Greorge Fox and 
George Washington. 

Who was George Foxl The son of a poor Leicester- 
shire weaver, biought up a shoemaker and shepherd, in 
the path of humble industry, and so far from having an 
academic or collegiate education, he could scarcely read 
or write intelligibly : yet this was the kistrument the great 
Head of the church, the Saviour of the world, made use of 
to revive primitive Christianity, and institute a code of 
christian discipline the most simple, the most evangelical, 
and the most republican in Christendom. This man, as a 
scholar in the school of Christ, by humble obedience to Mb 
teachings, was made a philosopher, a naturalist, a divine, 
and a pillar in the Lord's house, that goes no more out — 
whose name has not only left a sweet savour, grateful to 
surviving generations, but I trust will stand forever glori- 
ously enrolled upon the records of eternity. 

Who was Geoi^e Washington? To make a parody of 
the language of a late historian, he was the son of a widow, 
bom beneath the paternal roof of a Westmoreland &rmer, 
on the bank of the Potomac. No academy ever welcomed 
him to its shade-— no college ever granted him a diploma. 
To read and to write and to cipher, was the extent of his 
school learning, which he so improved in the path of hum- 
ble industry, that he was found at the age of sixteen on the 
head waters of the Potomac, exposed to all the hardships 
and dangers oi a pioneer surveyor. In a word, a series of 
offices and appointments, involving the greatest respcm^. 
sibility, from his youth up, which he filled with perfect 
propriety and faithfulness, prepared him to stand at the 
head of a band of the most illustrious patriots the world 
ever saw; a set of men, of whom the great Earl of Chat* 
ham declared in the house of lords, ^< That in the master 
spirits of the world, I know not the people or the senate^ 
who in such complication of difficult ciscumstancesy can 
stand in preference to the delegates of America, assembled 
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in general congress at Philadelphia.'' Such then wis 
George Washington, that distinguished instrument iti ihb 
hand of the infinitely wise Jehovah, for establishing the 
American Republic, a system of government the most 
healthy and happy, the most successful and generous, now 
under heaven, whose benevolent institutions are becoming 
more and more the admiration of the world : and while vir* 
tue, liberty and independence continue to be esteemed 
amongst the children of men, the name of Washington wiH 
be pronounced with veneration and respect, by millions of 
intelligent beings. But, remember that I do not present 
Greorge Washington as an example that I wish Quakers to 
follow throughout, — far from it; much less would I repre- 
sent him as a pattern of christian perfection; I produce him 
as a conspicuous matter of fact argument in favour of my 
important concern, that our American youth, if brought 
up in the path of humble industry, and thrown more upon 
their own responsibility, even if they should not attain to 
the perfection of the christian, would be most likely to 
make the greatest gentile benefactors, or in other words, 
the strongest sinews of civil government. 

Having i\ow said sufReient, I hope, to establish the im- 
portance of bringing up the rising youth of America in the 
path of Humble Industry, I will try to express my viewa 
touching our christian discipline, which Lwish you, my 
dear young friends, seriously to consider. The Lord Je- 
sus Christ, the only acknowledged head of our church, on 
discovering the seeds of aristocracy, priestcraft and king- 
craft among his disciples, when disputing which of them 
should be the greatest, and even asking to be favoured 
with pre-eminent seats in the kingdom, thus instructively 
reproved them; " The kings of the gentiles exercise lord- 
ship over them, and they that exercise authority upon them 
are called benefactors: but it shall not be so with you: 
but he that would be great let him be as the younger, and 
he that would be chief as he that serveth; for whether is 
greater, he that sitteth at meat or he that serveth? I am 
with you as one that serveth." — ^"And ye are they that 
have one master, even Christ, and ye are brethren." — 
Thus laying down the great principles of christian govern- 
ment, which enibraces the purest and most perfect system 
of republicanism the world of mankind ever saw. On this 
is founded our excellent discipline, as it stood after the re- 



9||guiizatioii of tibie Yeftdy Meeting of Pluladelphia^ 18S28| 
when we declared that we had no nqw doctrine or disci^ 
pline. The aristocrsKiiy and arrogance that bad almQ9t 
imperceptibly been increasing for years in those two great 
committees of care, that have with very great propriety the 
management of the religious and civil concerns of Society, 
during the recesses of the Yearly Meeting, I say, this aris- 
tocracy and arrog9.noe had been successfully resisted by 
ftt least two-thirds of the meeting, and that most important 
republican rule of discipline W4.s then established, that se- 
cures to the executive department of Socie^ its legitimate 
authority or power, to appoint elders and members of the 
Meeting ^r Sufferings periodically. Never^ never, dear 
young friends, let this great republican way-mark be re^ 
moved. 

All the changes that have taken place in our discipline 
since 1828, I fear have had a weakening and scattering 
tendency, especially that sorrowful change of our solemn, 
d^pufied manner of marriage. And here, while I would 
wish carefully to avoid impeaching the motives of my 
friends, I must express my deep regret at such a sad mis* 
take in bringing down our christian discipline to suit the 
anti-christian state of our members, instead of labouring to 
bring the state of society to be consistent with christian 
discipline. Hence I fear a door is now opened for a proud, 
aspiring ministry to run a lucrative race of popularity. I 
forbear to give the plan I think now I could adopt, were I 
only thirty-five years younger, and possessed of the talents^ 
learning, eloquence and principles of some of our young 
preachej»3. Suffice it to say, thtU; such ingenious, insinu- 
ating ministers, first robbed the church of its perquisites, 
and finally turned the marriage ceremony into their own 
pockets; and like causes may produce like effects, under 
like circumstances. 

The lowering the dignified solemnity of Greorge Fox's 
marriage, and weakening the sacred ties that should ever 
bind christian men and women in that relation, has been 
peculiarly unfortunate as to time; for, independent of the 
alarming increase of applications to our C!ourts of Justice 
for divorces, there are men and women, professedly reli- 
giousy that are reviving and practising a promiscuous inter- 
course that strikes at the very vitals of moral decency. In 
the primitive church, this hateful Nicholitan practice grew 
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out of the comtnimity system, that prc^hited its member 
fW>m. calling any thing they poss^eed exehisively their 
(mn, and when carried to tl^e extreme, not even excepting 
their own wives.— flee Revelations, 2nd chapter, 16th verse. 
I say it has be^i pecnliarly unfortunate to be nibbling and 
quibbling at our discipline in relation to marriage, at sueh 
a time as this, when I fear that too many of our own mem- 
bers are Nicholitans in theory, if not in practice, consider>. 
ing marriage as a mere convenient civil contract, that 
may be entered into in the most selfish and mercenary 
spirit. Oh, how different were the views of Fox, Pwm and 
Barclay! 

I am aware of the power of the popular argument thai 
can be brought against the position I have taken,— *that the 
world of mankind are growing wiser and better, — ^that the 
people of the nineteenth century are far in advance of the 
people of the seventeenth, — and that our religious Society 
ought to keep pace with the march of mind. I admit there 
has been great improvement in government, law, agricul- 
ture, engineering, machinery, mathematics, &c., hr tlies6 
are 'Hhe things of a man," and therefore can be improved 
by the powerful "spirit of man that is in him." But "the 
things of God knoweth no man i)ut by the spirit of God;** 
therefore man can never improve them. The christian 
religion is one of the great things of God, that never hae 
been improved by man, but remains the same infinitely per- 
fect system that has for its object the most glorious work of 
the Almighty, even the redemption of the immortal, never 
dying soul. Nor am I prepared to unite with another popu- 
lar notion that has obtained credence among too many re- 
spectable Friends, that the primitive state of the church 
was only a weak, infant state. This speculative delusion 
appears to me to have had its origin in ignorance, presump- 
tion, or spiritual pride; because by a fair parody of reason- 
ing, I might, as a professed minister of the gospel, cc«ne to 
this conclusion, that Jesus Christ and his first disciples were 
mere children, and that at any rate, I am a far greater 
christian minister now, than the apostle Paul was ^^en. 
Such presumption and pride would prepare me to unite 
with the sentiments of some of the most eloquent female 
orators, "That Jesus Christ is now but a very imperfect 
gendeman, and therefore no longer fit for a christian hero, 
and that Father Matthew, in Ireland, has done greater. 
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woxks thuQ ever Jesus done." To me sucb seqtiaiente ap- 
pear the Dwot awful presumpdon and pride; and my very 
aoul abhors them>. I ahpuld, I think, find but little difficulty 
in exposing and refuting such absurdities, were it not that 
I wish to avoid all doctrinal disquisitipns, and only exhort 
ny. dear young friends to keep to the doctrine and disci- 
pline of Fox, Penn and Barclay; carefully avoiding the 
two extremes to which that doctrine and discipline has 
been exposed — orthodox formality, and sceptical ranterism. 
These ^wo great enemies to cjiristianity spring from the 
same rool, notwithstanding in their luxuriant growth they 
seem to lean in opposite directions: the first appears to 
have its empire in Catholic, and the second in Protestant 
Christendom. Orthodox forms^ity, in its re^n among the 
Roman Catholics, has written its own character with the 
blood of the Inquisition : sceptical ranterism has given a 
aa«nple of its terrors, when clothed with powerj in the reign 
of Robespierre during the Frenck Revolution. 

The Church of Rome, having added to its power a pro. 
fiMUbd policy, that nothing but British jurisprudence could 
eqiial) can now present a balance in numbers over its rival 
of at least thirty millions; with something like a practical 
argument in favor of the popular theory, that the christian 
religion is a progressive science: while the great variety 
of Protestant professors are, more or less, shook to pieces 
by sceptical ranterism, so that the Protestant professor in 
the maeteenth century, who denies the immediate teachings 
of Christ, through the insfwration c/ his holy Spirit, may 
hold the Bible in his hand, and not be a whit in advance 
of his biother with his Bible in the sixteenth century. In 
&ct, from the best information I can get, I am brought to 
Ihis conclusion, that all the movements of Protestant Chris- 
tendom £>r the last century, has been an eooeiktric course, 
to and fro, without any advance whatever; hence I am 
strengthened in the opinion that the church of anti-christ is 
gaining ground, and will continue to gain <' till the times 
of the gentiles shall be fulfilled." — See Luke, 21st chapter, 
34th verse. What will be the state of gentile Christendom 
in the year tnfo thousand, it is not for me to say; but if the 
abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 
sfeoq^ in the holy place, at the close of the two thousand 
years given to ihe Loixl^s people formerly, what may not 
we chmtians expect, when a Saviour shall for the last time 



weep over us in a language like this: ^'Had'st thou but 
koowriy Oh thou ! in thu thy day, the things that belong to 
thy peace ! but now they are hid from thy eyes — ^thy house 
is left unto thee desolate.'' Oh ! that that peculiar branch 
of the Protestant church called Quakers, or Friends, could 
stand in their allotment in the last days of the christian- 
dispensation, and like the ransomed in Jacob and the re- 
deemed in Israel, at the outward advent of the Messiahy 
turn many to righteousness and shine as stars forever and 
ever! 

I had hurried thus far, I fear, too precipitantly to be suf- 
ficiently explicit, for I was not only very anxious, but fully 
expected to close the concern afler writing the last panu 
graph, without any further addition ; but having attended 
oup late Yearly Meeting held in Philadelphia, from the 
12th of the 5th month to the 16th of the same, inclusive, 
1845, I was much encouraged and confirmed in the belief, 
that if you, dear young friends, will now come up unitedly 
and practically, to the work of the Lord, keejHng to the 
blessed simplicity as it is in Jesus, the Society of Friends 
will yet be preserved, notwithstanding the great dasher-in- 

Sieces has been so busy among us. I thought our Yearly 
feeting was one of the largest and best I ever attended : 
and while in the city I saw a book written by a John WiU 
bur, that not only informed me that Orthodox Friends were 
in a very unsettled state, but confirmed me in a view which 
I have had for some time, and will ofier for your serious 
consideration. I believe the time has now arrived, when 
Friends will be renewedly called to follow the example of 
a suffering Saviour, who told his disciples when the l»tter 
cup that he had to drink of was filling up before hkn, 
'' hereafter I will not talk much witfe you, for the Prince 
of this world cometh and hath nothing in me" — he then 
sufiered in silence. It was ri^t no doubt at one time, for 
him to talk much with his disciples, and in the most^publio 
fdaces deliver those tremendous truths, that not only made 
his enemies tremble but produced such violent anger that 
they sought to kill him, while his friends glorified God in 
beholding his mighty works. But when arraigned before 
the Jewish Sanhedrim, though possessed of powers of lea- 
soning and eloqu^ioe, infinitely superior to a Cieero or a 
Demosthenes, he suffered in silence; as a lamb dumb before 
his shearefs, he opened not his mouth. Aod when dragged 



to tke Roman tiibtinai, to be sdal^ttoed to mxSbi liie igno*? 
iBinious death of the cxoes, though he ho^ legions of a»geU« 
at his command, and ooald have dashed the whole Romma. 
empise, as well as the Jewish nation, to atoms, he sufEered . 
like a lamb,-*-^< the Lamb of God that taketh away the em 
of Ae world." 

Oh, that you, dear young friends, may seek to be es* 
tablii^ied in this hea$9€nly, hmb^Uke state, that can sdSkr in 
^ence in the time of temptation atid provocation, wtoess. 
ing the spiritual appearance of our Lonl and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, as a quickening spirit, begetting his own blessed 
maekness and everlasting patience in your souls ! Thm 
the tear of sympathy or sorrow that is thus produced by- 
spiritual prayer, as it stands trembling in your eye, or steals 
silently down your cheek, will make a better and more 
lasting impression on the minds of those you come in con* 
tact with, than all the powers of eloquence and reason in- 
a^f^defence. Oh, the preciousneds of this silent sufiering 
and ittdwetiing of soul ! It appears to me to be that blessed 
state, shown to the beloved John by a heavenly viraon, in 
the opening of the seventh seal when there was silence in 
heaven. When the vocal tribute of hdy, holy, holy, and 
the hallelujahs of sanctified spirits in endless felicky, were 
Sfuspended, there was a worship that continued in solemn, 
awful, inconceivable silence, a rapturous adoration too co^^ 
pious hx language to express, that approached the throne 
of immaculate purity and love. This was the perfection of 
that state called the kingdom of heavai, which our Lord 
so emphatically declared was within ; therefore he cottld 
say while silently suffering, ^< Now is my kingdom not from 
heiioe.'' This was the state the primitive saints were in, 
when they loved one another as Christ loved th^xi, when 
they could pray without ceasing, rejoice ever more, and in 
every thing give thanks. At this blessed state our early 
Friends arrived, when the people of England were con- 
strained to declare-— ^ See these Quakers, how they love 
o&e another.'^ These were the master spirits of genuine 
Quakerism, that moie cheerfully entered the loathsome 
jnison than the royal pdiace, and esteemed the locks and 
bolts that were turned upon them as jewels for Christ's 
sake. This state is most beautifully described by one of 
them in the £>llowing language: ^ There is a spirit which 
I feel that delights to do no evil, aor to revenge any wnrng, 
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but delights to endure all things in hope to enjoy its own in 
the end. It's hope is to outlive all wrath and ccnitention, 
and to weary out all exaltation and cruelty, or whatever is 
of a nature contrary to itself. It see» to the end of all 
temptations-; as it bears no evil in itself, so it conceives none 
in' thought to any other: if it be betrayed it bears it, for it's 
ground and spring are the mercies and forgiveness of God : 
it's crown is meekness, it's life is everlasting, it's love un- 
teigned : it takes it's kingdom with entreaty and not widi 
contention, and keeps it by lowliness of mind : in God alone 
it can rejoice though none elde regard it, or can own it's 
life : it is conceived in sorrow and brought forth without 
any to pity it, nor doth it murmur at grief and oppression : 
it never rejoiceth but through sufierings, for with the world's 
joy it is murdered." 

This is that precious life that^ is hid with Christ in God, 
the crown and diadem of the redeemed soul. Oh that 
Friends could have kept under the influence of this blessed 
spirit! there never could have been any separation amongst 
them; there never could have been any contention and law. 
suits about opinions and property ; there never could have 
been such a thing as two congregations of Friends, meeting 
in separate houses in sight of each other, with the dark 
scowl of Orthodox prohibition resting upon the brows of 
minister and elders, should either presume to take a seat in 
the other's gallery. But alas! seeing these things are 
verily so, let us try to cure the sad disease by love and si- 
lence. May you then, my dear young friends, be willing 
to follow the blessed Saviour in silent suffering, rather than 
continue the disgraceful altercation that has so sorrowfully 
divided in Jacob and scattered in Israel. It might have 
been right for the apostle Paul, at <>iie time, to have dis- 
puted in the school of Tyrannus, and it might have been 
right for George Fox and early Friends, to have met the 
high professing, deluded votaries of anti-christ, of their 
day, in verbal and written argument; but since the New 
Testament has been given to the christian world, and mi- 
raoulously preserved from the ravages of time, and handed 
down to us as a blessed corroborating stream of light and 
life, embracing the highest order of external evidence in 
the infinitely superior precepts and example of Jesus Christ, 
I am induced to believe that all the religious ccmtroverriea 
among professmg christians to the dawn of the Relbrma- 



tkm, and from that time to the rismg of the day star among 
FrieodS) done more hurt than good. And since the pubi- 
lioation.of Barclay's Apology for the true christian reli^ 
gioa as professed by Friends, all religious controversies 
and books of controversy about religion among Friends, I 
verily fear, have scattered more than they have ever gath- 
ered to the blessed Truth, as it is in Jesus. And I may 
add, I have scarcely a doubt in my mind at this time, that 
Friends departed from the peaceable e^irit of Jesus, when 
they descended to a level with their enemies, in litigation 
and religious controversy, in the late unhappy revolution. 
How much better it would have been for us to have suf- 
fered in silence, and like our Divine Master, when the 
prince of this world, or the prince of the power of the air, 
that rules in the hearts of the children of disobedience, 
came, he could have found nothing of his own likeness in 
us : but alas I this prince of darkness and confusion found 
us prepared to talk too much, write too much, and preach 
too much, and hence he has continued too much with us. 

It is now for you, dear young friends, to witness this 
strong man armed that has kept the palace so long, to.be 
bound and cast out, and his goods destroyed; be willing 
then, to follow the precepts and example of a suffering Sa- 
viour, who, in his spiritual appearance, is the only power 
that can bind this strong man. Don't talk with this strong 
man,— don't argue with him, — ^make no reply to his elo- 
quent lectures or controversial papers, but silently drink of 
the cup of suffering the Saviour drank of, when his agony 
was such that the sweat, like drops of blood, fell from h^ 
face; for it is an affecting and sorrowful consideration, that 
Friends should have talked so much, and so vainly, and 
have entered into such bitter controversy about speculative 
and inexplicable subjects, that never have, and never can 
be settled by mortal man. Is it not a pity then, that they 
should have spent so much of their time and money in wri- 
ting and publishing controversial papers to criminate and 
recriminate one another ? Manifesting a hardness of heart 
and obstinate bitterness, that has not only separated hus- 
band and wife, parents and children, brethren and sisters, 
but has even in death been carried to the house of mourn- 
ing, and the awful brink of the grave — ^furnishing a shame- 
M nxmument to the difigrace of Orthodox Quakerism. Oh, 
let not this sword of malignant enthusiasm devour forever! 
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Let not tilts bifternesb continue to the latter eod ! But m- 
BMyve this sad stutnfolmg block, oh ye precious rising youth 
of the Society of Friends, by coming up unitedly and prac- 
tically to Ihe Mnoric of the Lord. ^* Let all bitterness, aaad 
wrath, and anger, and clamour, and eyil speaking, be put 
away fitnxi yon, witii all malice : And be ye kind one to 
another, tender heaited, forgiving one another, even as God 
for Christ^s sake hath forgiven you." 

Finally, dear Fjrieads, forewell. Be perfect, be of good 
c(»nfort, be of one mind,—- 4ive in peace,— and the God of 
mercy and peace will be with you. 



I suhjoin the following Letter, written five or six years 
ago, to a respectable Orthodox Elder. 

Beloved friend H. 

I received yesterday, through the post office, a 
pamphlet, and on opening it, saw thy name at the head of 
a list of writers; had it not been for that, I should have 
suspected T. £. of Philadelphia, for the author: be that 
as it may, I was very sorry to find that the sword of ma- 
lignant enthusiasm that the too zealous Peters in the be- 
ligerant parties among Friends had been cutting off right 
oars with, was again drawn; more especially as I heid 
hoped that the command of the Prince of Peace had been 
heard by all, — ^ Put up thy sword into its sheath, for they 
that take the sword, shall perish with the sword." I am 
sorry Friends of Baltimore took any notice of J. J. GKir- 
ney's letter. I have not seen, nor do I wish to see dther 
of them; for I am grieved to see a people that so nearly 
resosnble each other liiat other professors can scarcely be 
persuaded there is any difference at all, casting such un- 
kind and unjust reflections. 

Why certainly my dear friend, it is no time ibr us to be 
cutting open wounds that were in some degree healed, nor 
awakening those i^rings of painftd sensiluli^ in our dear 



da 

youth, driving them back again to the barren mountains 
of empty profession, where there is neither dew, nor rain, 
nor fields of offering, and where I fear too many already 
are becoming too easy a prey to the common enemy. I 
cannot h61p thinking of a man I met with ten years ago on 
my way to the western country: he was a respectable 
looking man, and addressed my companion in a language 
like his, <' Have you Quakers got done quarrelling with 
. one another ? I think you ought to be ashamed of your- 
selves." Ah, dear H. so do I too. 

• I did not read the pamphlet thiough, having for the last 
two or three years declined reading such works; and of 
the many that have been sent to me I have thrown the 
greater part aside without notice; for I've thought it would 
conduce to my christian strength to substitute the Scrip- 
tures of Truth, particularly the New Testament, in the 
place of newspapers, and instead of speaking against my 
Orthodox friends. I have endeavoured to live day by day 
in a state of watchfulness unto prayer, so as to be prepar- 
ed to offer oflener than the morning, the following as a liv- 
ing aspiration, — Oh blessed Saviour and Reedemer, in- 
crecuse my faith in thee and my love for thee; and Oh, 
that I may be more and more dedicated to thy glorious 
cause; enable me to deny that cursed self that would take 
thy jewels and deck and adcHm itself withal; and Oh, that 
all evil speaking, evil thinking, and every root of bitterness 
may be removed, so that I may love my enemies, bless 
them that curse me, and pray- for them that despitefully 
use me, that I may be one of the children of my Father 
which is in Heaven. 

I say, I did not read said pamj^let through, but I read 
&r enough to find my own name held up to public view in 
as unfavourable a light as a short sentence garbled from a 
diaoourse taken without my knowledge, and printed with- 
out my correction, could make it, with all the forced con- 
struction of an enemy. And although I am not about to 
deny but I might have said what is there recorded, (which 
I think I could sustain by scripture, reason, and common 
sense) I would ask, is it consistent with either the gentle- 
man or the christian, to take a detached part of any minis- 
ter's discourse, and by cruel criticism, place it before the 
public in the most unfit vourable point of view ? If this lib- 
er^ IS to be tolerated, the heavenly discourse of the Lord 
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ifimm biBQself mny Aiftr; Sac instanoe, whNoe he fft^rsy 
'< If any man come unto me, and hate not his father and 
his mother, and his wife and children, and his hrethem 
and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot he my disci- 
ple," could not a leanied Jewish Rabbi, or even one of our 
modern sceptics, with cruel criticism, make this passaf^ 
appear absurd, if not impious? Yet taken connected with 
the everlasting goi^l, and opened by the blessed spirit 
of its Divine Author, it is to me an interesting testimony of 
Eternal Truth. 

Suppose I should take the liberty to throw back some of 
those unkind and unjust reflections, and in my turn begin 
by calling my dear Orthodox Friends the followers of EU- 
sba Bates, Bateites and Gurneyites, and their doctrines 
Baterism and Gumeyism, and exert all my litde ingenuity 
and talent to place them before the christian public, whose 
good opinion they are so tenacious of, in the most unfa* 
vourable light, how would they like it? And suppose I 
was to have it printed in a book, with my name on the tkle 
page, giving it as extensive ^circulation among Friends aod 
others as possible, — ^what efiect, dear H., dost thou tbink 
such a book would have ? Why just the same «flfect that 
all such books have ever had, — it would scatter the lambs 
and sheep of Christ. Suppose some precious visited child 
of God, that was seeking for heavenly bread, was to take 
up my book, and seeing the name of a high professing 
minister of the gospel, they would be disposed to ask him 
for bread, when he could only give them a stone, which, 
when they had eat, their hearts might become hard and 
their spirits fierce, and they could talk against and ridicule 
Orthodox Friends; and supp()se some child of God that-^had 
been trying to satisfy the cravings of his immortal spirit 
with this kind of food, but had found that it was worse than, 
spiritless husks and shells, and was returning to his Fa* 
ther's house, where there was bread enough, but being 
weak and feeble from hunger, and meeting with my book, 
he might be led to ask me for a fish and a piece of honey* 
oomb; something that was sweet and good, that ccHild nour- 
ish and ^reng^en him, but alas ! I could only give him a 
serpent and the gall of bitterness, which, when he tasted 
thereof, he might turn back again with this mournful . and 
discouraging language, Oh Lord, who shall show us any 
good? 



Ah, my dear friend, I taemble at the &wM respooifMli* 
ty, when I think of that solemn testimony of our blessed 
Saviour, '' Whosoever shall cMfFend one of these little ones 
that believe in me, it were better that a millstone was hung 
about his neck, and he was drowned in the depth of the 
sea.'' And what better effect, dear H., will your books 
have upon your young and tender people? It is true, they 
may be wrote with superior alnlity, and the stones you 
throw may be weightier and smoother, but the effect must 
be pretty much the same, while that unchangeable philoso- 
phical axiom remains, — ^that like will beget its like. And I 
would now ask, has the Christian church been made either 
wiser or better, by all the vain metaphysical speculation on 
those inexplicable points of doctrine, from the Arian con» 
troversy in the third century, down to the unhappy, if not 
disgraceful, contest among Friends? My friend, I trust, 
will join me in answeriog, no: but the Society of Friends 
have suffered an almost irreparable loss, both as respects 
their character as peace-makers and a people remarkable 
for loving one another; and that therefore it is time to put 
up the sword into its sheath, and to say to our dear youth, 
in the expressive language of example, — Follow ts as we 
follow Christ. 

Having received my earliest and best impressions among 
Friends, I have felt an increasing love for them from my 
youth, and humbly hope, at the final close, I shall be able 
to sincerely unite with the dying testimony of dear Samuel 
Fothergill, << That as I have lived so I shall close, with the 
most unshaken assurance that we have not followed cun- . 
ningly devised fables, but pure living and eternal sub- 
stance." And notwithstanding the great dasher-in-pieces 
has been permitted to come up among us, there is still 
mercifully preserved a substantial body of Friends, but 
they are not exclusively confined to either party. I know 
there is among us a valuable number of Friends that most 
cordially unite with Fox, Penn and Barclay, both in doc- 
trine and discipline; and I verily believe there is a valua- 
ble number among what is called Orthodox Friends, that 
are standing on the same foundation. And although the 
time may not have arrived for them to come together, and 
I may never live to see it, I yet live in the hope, and I 
trust I shall die in the hope, that they will unitedly arise 
and shake themselves from the dust of the earth, and put 



36 

on the beautifbl garmait of primitive Quakerism; and 
among them will arise judges as at the first and counsel- 
lors as at the beginning, such priests and ministers of the 
Lord as can weep between the porch and the ' altar, and 
with an unwearied intercession, say, Spare thy people, Oh 
Lord, and give not thy heritage to a reproach; a heavenly 
ministry that can so effectually blow the trumpet in Zion, 
as to sanctify a fast that may truly be called a solemn as- 
sembly, where the preciously visited, though too much 
scattered and dispersed children of the Lord, shall be gath- 
ered, realizing the fulfilment of that saying of the Hea- 
venly Shepherd, " My sheep they hear my voice, and they 
follow me, and I give unto them eternal life, and none shall 
pluck them out of my hand. 

That (jod in his infinite mercy may hasten the coming, 
of that day, is the fervent breathing of my spirit. 

In love to thee and thine, farewell. 
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